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Burundi 


Grenade Explosion Kills 1, Wounds 44 in Rugari 


EA0403201395 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in English 1745 GMT 4 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] One person has been killed and 
44 others wounded following a grenade explosion in the 
secondary school of Rugari [northern Burundi] yes- 
terday. The incident occurred while several meetings 
have been held to quieten spirits [as heard]. The minister 
for secondary education, high education, and scientific 
research had himself gone to the secondary school of 
Rugari in the province of Muyinga to meet the pupils. 


‘Criminals’ Attack Army Unit in Cibitoke; 10 
Killed 


EA0803191195 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 8 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Criminals have once again struck in 
Cibitoke Province. An armed band this morning attacked the 
Butara Brigade, Bukinanyana. Around 10 assailants were 
killed and a lot of arms and ammunition were captured. Only 
minor civilian and military (?losses) were registered. 


Government To Organize National Debate on 
Problems 


BR0903 150295 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 8 Mar 95 p 5 


[Report signed “RDG”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels—Burundian President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya has appointed a committee 
which is to prepare a “national debate about the funda- 
mental problems of the country.” It was decided to hold 
such broadly-based consultations during the negotiations 
over power sharing held in September 1994. Eugene 
Nindorera will be the chairman. 


The appointment of this committee is a first positive 
signal sent out by the new government of Prime Minister 
Antoine Nduwayo to put its promise of “commitment to 
reconciliation”’ into concrete form. According to a report 
on state television, the committee has 40 members from 
various political, ethnic, and social tendencies. 


Chairman Nindorera worked for years as president of 
the ITEKA [expansion unknown] human rights organi- 
zation and enjoyed great respect in this position. 
Recently he started work for the United Nations Devel- 
opment Program in the capital Bujumbura. 


Article 9 of the governmental agreement, which nearly 
all the majority and opposition parties signed on 10 
September 1994, describes the duties of the president 
and government. One of them is “the organization of a 
thorough national debate about the core problems of the 
country, with the aim of the approval of a national pact 
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of peaceful coexistence between the nation’s different 
ethnic groups, and an adapted constitution.” 


An aid worker in Bujumbura said it was hopeful that recently 
thousands of displaced persons from the Munanira-Kiganda 
and Ntita- Buraza regions returned to their homes. That took 
place above all at the initiative of the Catholic Church. 


He was also full of praise for the so-called “reconciliation 
sessions” which are being organized for priests. More 
than 80 priests already attended such a meeting. 


Rwanda 


Gunmen Assassinate Butare Prefect, 2 Others 


EA0503135895 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1115 GMT 5 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] In Butare, we are shocked by the 
news just reaching us of the death yesterday of the prefect of 
Butare. Dr. (Pierre-Claver Rwangabo) was assassinated at the 
entrance to the town of Butare by as yet unidentified ele- 
ments. The prefect was shot down at around 2000 as he 
traveled from Kigali. Our colleague in the region, Gerard 
Gbanda, who has just telephoned us, tells us that the assas- 
sins, who numbered more than five, placed a tree trunk across 
the road, forcing the prefect’s car to stop. When the prefect 
got out of the car to ask what was going on, these men, dressed 
in civilian clothes, opened fire at him, his son and his 
chauffeur, all of whom died instantly. As for the soldier who 
was guarding him, he was able to force open the car door and 
return fire but he was seriously wounded. [passage omitted] 


We have also learned that the vice president of the 
Republic and defense minister, Major General Paul 
Kagame, arrived in Butare at around 1000 and that 
investigations have been launched. [passage omitted] 


Let us remember that this despicable act comes at a time 
when there is talk of the arrest of [word indistinct] 
elements of the former army who were involved in 
missions to destabilize the country. On the subject, the 
vice president and defense minister, Gen. Paul Kagame, 
said that the [word indistinct] infiltration does not only 
destabilize the Rwandan population but also the whole 
region, including the countries from which these ele- 
ments are coming. This is why talks should be held with 
these countries to find a way of reducing the problems. 


Zaire 


Grenade Thrown at Finance Minister’s Home 


ABO0703215095 Paris AFP in French 2105 GMT 
7 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 7 Mar (AFP)}—Unknown 
persons threw a grenade at the residence of Zairian Finance 
Minister Pierre Pay Pay today, according to a reliable source 
at the government headquarters. 


The attack, in which nobody was killed, has nonctheless 
caused significant material damage, the same source 
said, adding that Mr. Pay Pay was absent from Kinshasa 
when the attack took place. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Kenya 


Nairobi Protests Uganda’s Relocation of Odongo 


AB0803 154295 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1000 GMT 8 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Kenya Government today 
expressed displeasure at the report that Uganda has 
relocated guerrilla leader Brigadier John Odongo to a 
third country. Uganda’s minister for foreign affairs, Mr. 
Ruhakana Uganda, confirmed at a press conference in 
Kampala yesterday that Odongo has now been moved to 
a third country but the minister did not disclose the 
destination of Odongo. It could not however be estab- 
lished whether Odongo, who has been under the 
UNHCR protection, was relocated out of Uganda along- 
side 18 February Movement political wing commander, 
Patrick Kimingich Wamangati and 36 other rebels. 


As a result, the Kenyan Government said it does not take 
the report as true, adding that it believes Odongo may 
still be in Uganda. The government further said a 
statement by Uganda’s Foreign Office was a vindication 
of Kenya’s assertion that Uganda was harboring guer- 
rillas bent on overthrowing the popularly elected Kenyan 
Government. 


In response to Uganda’s pronouncements, Kenya’s for- 
eign minister, Kalonzo Musyoka, last night expressed his 
surprise at the move, and said that the government will 
continue to pursue all peaceful diplomatic channels to 
have Odongo extradited to Kenya to face criminal 
charges. The government also said it takes the action by 
Uganda as an act of aggression. 


[Nairobi KTN Television Network in English at 1000 
GMT on 8 March adds: “The so-called guerrilla leader, 
Brig. John Odongo, and one of his aides, Patrick Wan- 
gamati, are said to have been relocated to Ghana. 
According to press reports in Uganda, Odongo and 
Wangamati, wanted in Kenya to face criminal charges, 
were released from prison on 5 March, and flown out of 
Uganda on 6 March. However, there is speculation that 
the two may merely have changed prison and are still in 
Uganda.”’] 


President Appoints Permanent Secretaries 
EA0703171495 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1000 GMT 7 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Daniel arap Moi has 
appointed Boniface Makau to be permanent secretary in 
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the State Cooperation, Relief and Rehabilitation [as 
heard] in the office of the president. Makau takes over 
from Phillip Mullei who has retired. The president has 
also approved the redeployment of Daniel Mbiti, perma- 
nent secretary in the Minisiry of Home Affairs and 
National Heritage, to the Ministry of Health to under- 
take special duties in liaison with the World Bank. 
Meanwhile, Ambassador Dennis Afande, permanent sec- 
retary in the Ministry of Health, and Josiah Rono, 
deputy director of security intelligence, office of the 
president, have also retired. 


Somalia 


Aidid Tours Airport; Facility To Reopen ‘Soon’ 


EA0803105295 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Great Somali People in Somali 0440 GMT 
8 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mohamed Farah Aidid, 
chairman of the Somali National Alliance [SNA] and the 
United Somali Congress [USC], who has recently been 
visiting the airport and the port of Mogadishu, yesterday 
revisited Mogadishu international airport. 


While visiting the airport, Chairman Aidid met the 
security forces stat‘oned there, and called on them to 
deal ruthlessly witn looters who are out to mar the 
public’s image. He said since the airport will be reopened 
soon, the security of the airport should be tightened and 
reinforced, and public property at the airport should be 
protected at all cost. 


The SNA and USC chairman said it is essential for the 
Somali people to overcome their clan differences, and to 
portray a national outlook. He also said it is equally 
important to be seen to be working as a team. He said 
Somalis should dismiss as null and void the sentiment 
uttered by foreigners to the effect that Somalis will 
resume fighting as soon as foreigners left, adding that the 
sentiment has proved to be an utter lie, and that opera- 
tions at the airport will resume very soon. 


Meanwhile, the SNA and USC chairman said that 
gunmen were rounded up this week, and that looters 
were cleared from the airport. According to further 
reports, the consultative committees of both sides, with 
the assistance of the Somali police, have arrested looters 
who ransacked the airport. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissem_ ation 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Mandela Reportedly To Address UN Rally With 
Castro 


MB0803061195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0213 GMT 8 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 7 SAPA— 
President Nelson Mandela and Cuban leader Fidel Castro 
are to address a joint rally in Copenhagen on Saturday [11 
March] in what has been billed one of the highlights of the 
United Nations social summit, SABC [South African Broad- 
casting Corporation] Radio News reported on Tuesday. 


All of the more than 2,000 seats for the rally were sold by 
Tuesday afternoon, after going on sale on Monday for 
about R30 [rands] each. There is standing room for a 
further 10,000 people on the lawns outside the hall. The 
two leaders are expected to address the core issues of 
poverty and job creation, being discussed at the summit. 


Mandela Denies Participation 


MB0903071395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0633 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 9 SAPA— 
President Mandela’s spokesman, Mr Parks Mankahlana, 
says the president will not address a joint rally with 
Cuban leader Fidel Castro in Copenhagen on Saturday 
[11 March]. Mr Mankahlana told SAPA although Presi- 
deni Mandela had received such a request his busy 
schedule would rot allow him to attend this rally. SABC 
[South African Broadcasting Corporation] Radio News 
reported on Tuesday that the president would address a 
joint rally in Copenhagen with the Cuban leader. Presi- 
dent Mandela will leave for the Danish capital on 
Thursday afternoon to attend a United Nations social 
summit in Copenhagen this weekend. 


Official: Mandela’s Influence To Be Felt at UN 
Summit 


MB0803095295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0914 GMT 8 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Mar 8 SAPA— 
President Nelson Mandela’s high international standing 
could be decisive in influencing debate on a develop- 
ment-centred post-Cold War economic order, Recon- 
struction and Development Programme [RDP] Director 
Dr Bernie Fanaroff said on Wednesday. 


Speaking on the eve of the United Nations summit on 
social development, Dr Fanaroff said the Copenhagen 
conference would hopefully allow South Africa to join 
other Southern nations in shaping principles for concrete 
development co-operation in relation to their powerful 
Northern neighbours. 


M:nister Without Portfolio Mr Jay Naidoo, who will also 
attend the summit starting on Friday [10 March], said 
the South Africans would try to re-identify the priorities 
of the new international order by linking social and 
econoniic development. “The conference will look at 
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ways in which countries can spend less on defence and 
increase development across nations. 


“Emerging from years of social fragmentation and delib- 
erate under-development, it becomes critical for us to sup- 
port this important conference and the UN in its attempt to 
eradicate poverty.” The South Africans would argue against 
the “trickle-down” benefits of economic growth in favour of 
a perspective that development stimulated growth. 


South Africa’s RDP lessons could have an imporiant 
affect on debate. Dr Fanaroff said Mr Mandela had such 
high international prestige that he “may have a very 
important effect for setting the development agenda for 
the next decade at least’. Mr Naidoo will also be 
addressing a non-governmental organisation summit on 
behalf of Mr Mandela. 


Mandela Rejects Meeting With Estranged Wife 


MB0803 145795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1417 GMT 8 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town March 8 SAPA—- 
President Nelson Mandela on Wednesday dismissed a 
possible meeting with his estranged wife, Winnie, to 
discuss her conduct as deputy minister in the govern- 
ment of national unity. 


Speaking to journalists at Tuynhuys, he said he had 
entrusted Executive Deputy President Mr Thabo Mbeki 
with the task of resolving the controversy surrounding the 
deputy minister of arts, culture, science and technology. 


Mr Mbeki was a “highly gifted man” and the president 
hoped his deputy would find no reason to involve 
anyone else in dealing with the matter. 


Mrs Mandela issved a statement on Tuesday dismissing 
her meeting with Mr Mbeki and opting instead for an 
audience with Mr Mandela. 


Her spokesman, Mr Alan Reynolds, said Mrs Mandela had 
indicated in a letter on February 21 that she saw no reason 
why she had to meet Mr Mbeki to discuss her actions. 


“The issue under discussion has assumed the propor- 
tions of a national crisis which requires the intervention 
of the president.” 


Mrs Mandela has been embroiled in controversy over 
her trip to West Africa and last week’s police raid on her 
home and offices in Johannesburg, investigating a 
charity organisation she heads. 


W. Mandela To Meet With Deputy President 
Mbeki 


MB0903093495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0833 GMT 9 Mar 95 
[Report by Micel Schnehage] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 9 SAPA— 
Deputy Arts, Culture, Science and Technology Minister 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Winnie Mandela will meet with Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki in Pretoria on Friday, Mr Mbeki’s spokesman 
Ricky Naidoo confirmed on Thursday. 


“There is a meeting due to take place tomorrow, but I 
can’t confirm the venue, time and agenda,” Mr Naidoo 
told SAPA. He added that discussions would centre on 
Mrs Mandela’s unauthorised trip to West Africa. He said 
allegations of corruption levelled against Mrs Mandela 
would not be raised during the meeting. 


Mrs Mandela earlier refused to meet Mr Mbeki, pending the 
outcome of an urgent interdict application to be heard in the 
Rand Supreme Court on March 14. Mis Mandela is chal- 
lenging the validity of a search warrant used in police raids 
last week on her Sowetc home and offices. Police are 
investigating allegations « ‘ corruption and fraud. 


In a statement on Tuesday, Mrs Mandela asked to meet 
her estranged husband, President Nelson Mandela, to 
discuss her situation, but Mr Mandela said on 
Wednesday the matter was in the hands of Mr Mbeki. 
Mrs Mandela arrived in Johannesburg on Wednesday 
afternoon where she met her legal counsel and advocates 
M Khoza and Paul Kennedy. The SA [South Africa] 
Police Services filed an affidavit on Wednesday—one 
day after the Tuesday deadline set by the Rand Supreme 
Court—in reply to Mrs Mandela’s interdict application. 


W. Mandela Reportedly ‘Effectively Dismissed’ 


MB0903 102395 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
9 Mar 95 p 1 


[Report by political editor Mathatha Tsedu] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Deputy Minister Mrs Winnie 
Mandela has been effectively dismissed from the Gov- 
ernment—but the announcement will await President 
Nelson Mandela’s return from Copenhagen. 


Senior Government sources said yesterday the deputy min- 
ister’s position had become untenable after she had publicly 
shunned Deputy President Thabo Mbeki in his efforts to 
discuss with her her unauthorised West African trip. 


Mbeki had been asked by President Mandela to handle 
the issue. 


The President leaves for Denmark today for a United 
Nations’ summit. 


Sources said an announcement of dismissal before the 
summit would detract from Mandela’s message in Denmark. 


Meanwhile, foliowing yesterday’s reports that Mrs Man- 
dela had changed her mind and was now prepared to 
meet with Mbeki, the deputy president’s office said it 
had not had any indication or sign of a change of heart 
from Mrs Mandela. 


In her refusal to meet Mbeki, Mrs Mandela said her 
personal crisis was a “national” one and as such could 
only be heard by her estranged husband. 
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SOWETAN can, however, reveal that close associates 
had strongly advisd Mrs Mandela to meet Mbeki for her 
own good before yesterday afternoon. 


“She was advisec that her total refusal to meet Mbeki was 
wrong. It put him na tight spot in which his actions are no 
longer dictated by fairness but rather by a need to maintain a 
public posture of good governance,” one of the sources said. 


Late yesterday Mrs Mandela was closeted with her lawye:3 
apparently discussing strategies to counteract the police 
raids on her Soweto house and other places last week. 


Sources said, however, that all the lav-yer’s talk at best 
amounted to “damage control” and that Winnie was 
out—out of favour. out of Government, and most likely 
also out of pocket. 


Document on Foreign Affairs’ Role in Intelligence 


MB0403195795 Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR 
in English 4-5 Mar 95 p 3 


[Report by Brencan Seery] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} A “level two” training lecture 
book, compiled by WP Steenkamp, classified “secret” 
and issued by the Department of Foreign Affairs in 
Pretoria in April 1987, was entitled “The RSA [Republic 
of South Africa] Intelligence Community and the 
Department of Foreign Affairs”. 


Only 30 copies of the document were made, and there were 
strict stipulations, on its front and back covers, about its 
handling and destruction. Attached was a “destruction 
certificate” which had to be completed and signed by the 
hoider of the document and a witness once it had been 
completely destroyed—either through shredding or burning. 


The document states that, “from the beginning”, the 
department was a “prominent founding member” of the 
South African intelligence community and that, in terms 
of the “rapid delivery” of both current, “‘uninterpreted 
intelligence” and “interpreted intelligence’, it made 
possibly the most important intelligence contribution to 
the country’s joint intelligence system. 


It reveals that, in line with many other foreign services 
around the world, South Africa’s diplomats on foreign 
postings were the primary source for the intelligence 
gathered by the Department of Foreign Affairs. 


This collection of intelligence was done in an overt 
manner, through scrutiny of published matter and the 
electronic media and through face-to-face contacts 
between diplomats and their sources. 


The department’s official mandate precluded its officials 
from doing anything illegal in the gathering of such 
intelligence, the document states. But it clearly details 
the depth of the department’s involvement in the South 
African intelligence community—an involvement which 
would have made it privy to the most secret intelligence. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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In April 1987 the Department of Foreign Affairs was a 
full member—through its director-general—of the Co- 
ordinating Intelligence Committee, which was known by 
its Afrikaans acronym KIK. 


Other members of the KIK—part of the State Security 
Council (SSC) mechanism—included the director- 
general of National Intelligence, the commanding officer 
of the police’s Security Branch and the Chief of Staff: 
Intelligence of the SA [South Africa] Defence Force. 


Within the KIK there were a number of subcommittees 
to “give continuous attention” to intelligence matters of 
“joint interest”, including 


—Overt collection of intelligence. 
—Covert collection (or spying). 


—Liaison between the various intelligence organisa- 
tions, including National Intelligence, Foreign Affairs, 
Military Intelligence and the SAP’s [South African 
Police] Security Branch. 


The KIK was responsible for “formulating policy 
relating to security intelligence for approval by the SSC” 
and for “coordinating the flow of security intelligence 
between state organisations”’. 


The Foreign Affairs “situation room” in Pretoria pro- 
vided “hot” intelligence directly to the state president’s 
situation room, according to the document. 


Official Denies Ex-Regime Supported 
Assassinations 


MB0603 145995 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 6 Mar 95 pp 1-2 


[Report ty Tim Cohen] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town—Deputy Justice Min- 
ister Gert Myburgh yesterday denied that assassinations ever 
formed part of the policy of the FW de Klerk government. 


He suggested policemen making the allegations had 
“sour grapes’’. 


Myburgh was reacting to a SUNDAY TIMES report 
which said the newspaper had a tape recording of a 
lecture on assassination techniques delivered in early 
1990 by a senior security policemen. 


The newspaper reported that security policeman Col Johan 
Putter was recorded as saying that “our Minister” had said 
he would support their actions but that he would be com- 
mitting political suicide if it came to light. It said the 
“Minister” was then law and order minister Adriaan Vlok. 


Myburgh, who became Deputy Law and Order Minisier 
after Vlok retired, said then president De Klerk’s instruc- 
tions were always clear that the law had to be applied. 


““Not once did he deviate from that,” Myburgh said. He 
said misinterpretation of the instruction was impossible. 
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Myburgh said he had no knowledge of Putter or of “D 
Section”, claimed to be the intelligence unit of the 
security police. 


Commenting on accusations made by the unnamed 
former security policeman who handed over the tape 
that “fat-cat” politicians were just as guilty as the 
policemen involved, Myburgh said he knew that there 
was a “bit of sour grapes” involved. 


Former police commissioner Gen Johan van der Merwe, 
who was commissioner when the lecture was said to have 
been delivered, declined to comment pending the truth and 
reconciliation commission hearings. Van der Merwe said 
the commission would have to look at the system as a whole 
and in context of what was happening at the time. 


Asked whether assassinations could have been part of 
official policy, Van der Merwe said the commission 
would have to see whether this kind of action could 
legitimately have been considered as falling within the 
ambit of the system. 


Van der Merwe said he agreed with Vlok that no purpose 
would be served by discussing these incidents since they 
would be canvassed in full by the commission. 


Azapo Demands Release of Former Commander 


MB0803202295 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1900 GMT 8 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Azanian People’s Organi- 
zation [Azapo] has expressed shock and anger over the 
arrest of its national political commissioner and former 
national commander of the Azanian Liberation Army 
Nkutsoeu Motsau while visiting Port Elizabeth. Police 
spokesman Captain Michael Faleni said Mr. Motsau was 
arrested in KwaMagxak in connection with an attempted 
murder in 1990 in the former Bophuthatswana, where he 
is due to stand trial. 


Azapo President Mosibudi Mangena said the police 
action was aimed at harming and humiliating Mr. 
Motsau and Azapo. In a statement, Mr. Mangena said 
Azapo demands Mr. Motsau’s immediate release. He 
said Motsau’s arrest was illegal both on political and 
moral grounds, as Motsau had been granted indemnity. 


Paper Profiles New Envoy to U.S., Water 
Minister 


Ambassador to U.S. Profiled 


MB0803132995 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
7 Mar 95 p 15 


[Report by Peter Fabricius] 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} South Africa’s new ambassador 
to the United States, Franklin Sonn, has hit the ground 
running. After barely a month in the job, he has deliv- 
ered more than 25 speeches, been feted nonstop, come to 
grips with three major problems in US/SA [South Africa] 
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relations, vigorously promoted trade and investment in 
SA and started reorganising the embassy to reflect the 
new reality back home. 


Sonn is relaxed, good-humoured and self-deprecating. 
His favourite tale at the start of speeches is how as rector 
he was conducting an inspection of the toilets at the 
Peninsula Technikon. Above a hot-air, hand-drying 
machine he came across graffiti which said “Press here 
for a 30-second speech by Sonn”’. 


But beneath the easy exterior, he seems driven by an 
almost missionary zeal to prove himself worthy of Pres- 
ident Mandela’s trust in making him his first appoint- 
ment to this post. He also exudes the strong sense of 
purpose and long-term strategy that can only come with 
being close to Mandela’s thinking. 


Sonn starts work every day at 5.30 am to cope with his 
hectic diary. His problem, he said in an interview in his 
office last week, was that it was difficult to delegate 
because “everybody wants to meet this phenomenon” — 
Mandela’s first Washington ambassador. 


“Tuey want to see me, to touch me and form their own 
opinion of me. To see if I’m genuine, if I can do it. It’s 
important for me to act in a manner which will endorse the 
concept that Mandela does have able, competent people. 


“So I know I’m mor?z under scrutiny than the average 
ambassador in Washington. And if I arrive late, or 
unprepared or not knowing my business, or dressed in 
any old way, all these things they will look at and will put 
under scrutiny.” 


Sonn said he had received a standing ovation for every one 
of the 25 speeches he had delivered (more since then). “And 
it’s not because I’m an able speaker. I almost get the feeling 
that it’s relief. Hulle is so bly dat die ou die ding kan doen. 
[They are very happy that I can still do my thing.]” 


He laughs. Ironically, his closeness to Mandela is apparent 
in the confident way he is preparing America for the 
post-Mandela era by using Deputy President Thabo Mbeki’s 
presence here to present him as the next president. 


Officially, Sonn is not yet ambassador because he has not 
presented his credentials to President Clinton. That 
means he cannot officially meet congressmen, for 
instance. That has not deterred him. 


While still in SA, he asked his Washington-based dip- 
lomat friends to arrange dinner parties so he could 
privately meet mainly Republican US senators. On his 
third night in Washington German ambassador Immo 
Stabreit (former ambassador to SA) invited him to such 
a dinner and his work began. Since then, British ambas- 
sador Sir Robin Renwick (formerly ambassador to SA), 
former US ambassador to SA Herman Nickel and former 
US assistant secretary of state Chester Crocker have 
done the same. 


Sonn says he is now “very hopeful” that SA will be able 
{o strike up a good relationship with the Republicans 
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despite an historic tension between the party and the 
liberation movement because the Republicans generally 
opposed civil rights in the US and sanctions against SA. 


Sonn notes the Republicans are essentially America’s 
business people and will respond well if SA can persuade 
them that it is sophisticated and serious about doing 
business, which he is confident it can. And he is not 
pessimistic about foreign aid either and feels it will not 
be cut, at least not soon. 


He got out in his first three weeks here the message that 
Republicans wanted to hear: that SA was serious abo’ . aid, 
did not regard it as an enti'lement and considered it as 
purely temporary to help level the playing field for blacks. 


Promoting trade and investment are the embassy’s main 
function, he stresses. He tells all his staff they must be 
“hard-nosed people going out there and selling our country”. 


He frets that some investors stil! prefer to invest in places 
like Russia and fears that they still do not appreciate 
fully how sophisticated SA’s commercial sector and legal 
system are, the extent of its industry and how fully 
committed the government is to democracy and to 
private sector co-operation. 


Always a strong advocate of affirmative action, Sonn 
urges investors to establish joint ventures with either 
black companies or companies with strong affirmative 
action programmes. 


He also strikes a slightly different ideological note from 
his predecessor, Harry Schwarz, by telling the World 
Bank, for instance, not to dictate SA’s economic policies. 


Because the embassy doesn’t have enough staff to per- 
form the major task of marketing SA, he is improvising 
by roping in other South Africans living in Washington 
to help promote the country, creating a kind of diplo- 
matic auxiliary. 


This also helps to make the once-divided South African 
expatriates here feel part of the embassy and the new 
SA—an important goal for him. 


He is reorganising and reorienting the embassy to make 
it more representative of the country. But he is doing it 
carefully to avoid anxiety. 


“You don’t just restructure the place. People have to 
understand the philosophy of the new South Africa, of 
nonracialism and multiculturalism, and our role in 
helping to build the new South Africa and to show the 
world a model of the new South Africa.” 


He has told the whites that the embassy must integrate but 
this doesn’t mean they will be driven out. When he cor- 
rected the all- white imbalance in the executive of the 
Peninsula Technikon, he gained experience in dealing with 
such white fears. He did it without anybody feeling threat- 
ened, he says, through growth and natural attrition. 
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And it does seem that, such restructuring notwithstanding, 
the embassy is a more relaxed place than it was before. 


Water Minister Profiled 


MB0803052895 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
7 Mar 95 p 15 


[Report by Patrick Bulger} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Professor Kader Asmal-- 
planting a tree on a traffic island at the approach into 
Grahamstown—wields the ceremonial shovel like your 
regular Irish rustic. 


“I have planted trees in Dubiin,” he explains between 
energetic heaves at the African soil. Now he turns, first to 
a black and then a white schoolgirl, and they each have a 
dig at the heap. 


The Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry is keeniy 
aware, not only of the symbolism that is the coming 
together of black and white in a democratic South Africa, 
but of the practical consequences and implications of 
that coming together. Or of not coming together. 


“The deracialisation of South Africa is so very important. 
We have to buiid a sensitive, humane society and we've got 
to open up opportunities and take chances.” he says. 


Asmai, says one of his African National Congress colleagues, 
has turned a portfolio that was in the past a dumping ground 
for burnt- out politicians or for junior ministers into a 
“happening” portfolio playing a central role in the Govern- 
ment’s reconstruction and development efforts. 


His department has not been spared the debilitating 
tussles between the competing layers of central and 
provincial governments for strictly non-movable assets 
like forests and dams. Nor the pressures from powerful 
business lobbies that drive paper and pulp exports worth 
R 3-billion [rands]. 


And the environmentalists. And communities 
demanding fresh water to boil over another pile of South 
African firewood. 


To Asmal the philosopher-politician, these problems or 
challenges facing his ministry are part of a much wider 
and more textured tapestry than the mere pursuit of 
efficiency measured in x hours saved or y hectares 
planted in fast-growing trees. 


Results are important—Asmal wants people to have 
water, the country to have trees. 


Not being a nationalist, he says, he’s not even particular 
about the need for indigenous trees. But without children 
to build a house in the tree, without South Africans 
coming together to share the water and the waterways, it 
lacks meaning for Asmal. 


In his ability to sort the wood from the trees, Asnial of all 
the ministers in the Government most closely af »roxi- 
mates the philosophy and practice of the man he admires 
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so much, President Nelson Mandela. This may help to 
explain something about the high regard with which he is 
held by the president who may see in Asmal ihe same 
urge towards reconciliation that has become the maia- 
stay of 1 1e Mandela presidency. 


He has been assigned some delicate and unenviable tasks in 
his Cabinet career, and the traditionally low-key port/olio 
lends him a non-partisan . ige over his Cabinet colleagues. 


Asmal was born in Stanger, north of Durban but spent 
much of his adult life in exile—spending four years in 
England and 27 years in Ireland, ai Dublin’s Trinity 
College where he taught law and where his prowess as an 
expert on international law was honed. 


He founded and led the Irish Anti-Apartheid Movemen¢ 
which was one of the more vocal and effective of the 
European offshoots of the South African struggle. He 
brings to South African poiitics all the eloquence of the 
Irish activist-orator and his skill at debating and rep- 
artee, his serendipity and sheer eccentiiciiy, invariably 
add spice to the dreariest of debates. 


He has another Irish trait, that of the Utopian radical! 
convinced unshakably of the rightness of his cause and 
his eagerness to reshape the world as Brigadoon, the 
place of Celtic bliss. 


It is this Utopian radicalism that sees a future South Africa 
as a society healed from apartheid. Where Asmal sees South 
Africans of all races living, working and playing together, 
others mutter gloomily about ethnic and race strife. 


In pari because of this Utopian radical profile he 
projects, Asmal has as much p''Il with his party comrades 
in Parliament as he does with his colleagues in the 
Cabinet of the Government of National Unity. Partly on 
the willing horse principle and partly because Asmial is 
an inspiring political figure, he has been handed some 
heavyweight party tasks. 


Among them were the drawing up of the ANC’s rules and 
constitution and latterly the chairmanship of a new 
disciplinary committee. Asmal sees the committee 
playing a pre-emptive role in that it will guide newly 
elected public representatives of the ANC away from the 
pitfalls posed by lobbyists and interest groups. 


While few doubt that Asmal will be firm in his chairmanship 
of the committee, he is loyal to the end to the ANC. 


“The ANC is not corrupt,” he says. “The overwhelming 
majority of exiles left South Africa with nothing and 
came back with nothing. The tradition of sacrifice has 
been a real one in the ANC.” 


Members who have never owned cars and houses now find 
themselves having to handle complicated personal finances. 


To illustrate his point, Asia! says of himself: “I’ve never 
filled in an income tax form in my life. If I had to deal 
with money I would be in trouble.” 
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Angola 


ers Beye Meets Savimbi; Joint Commission To 
eet 


MB0803204495 Luanda Radio Nacional . ‘etwork 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 8 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Alioune Blondin Beye, special 
representative of the UN secretary general in Angola, 
said the Joint Commission will tomorrow discuss con- 
crete measures to correct the current situation. The 
adoption of these measures requires the cooperation of 
both the government and the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA]. Beye visited 
Bailundo today to consult the UNITA political leader- 
ship. Returning from Bailundu, Beye said the measures 
and UNITA’s reply will be known tomorrow. 


[Begin recording] [Beye, in French with passage- 
by-passage translation into Portuguese] You must be 
patient. You will find out what the neasures are after the 
Joint Commission session tomorrow. 


[Unidentified correspondent] The government says the 
process is not going well. What does Dr. Savimbi say? 


[Beye] I have said several times that the only place we 
can express our views is the Joint Commission. The | Ith 
session of the Joint Commission will ke place 
tomorrow. Each side will have the opportunity to express 
its views. [end recording] 


FAA Forces Reportedly Attack UNITA Positions 


MB0703154695 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 7 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] An Angolan Armed Forces, 
FA.A. baiialion known as [words indistinct] and led by 
Lieutenant Colonel Quitado, launched an unsuccessful 
attack on the UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] position of Cage at 1400 or 5 
March. The FAA conimand ordered its forces, backed by 
foreign mercenaries and short-, medium-, and long-range 
artillery, to attack again at 0530 on 6 March. The second 
attack was unsuccessful. 


In Cuanza Norte Province, about 500 soldiers will rein- 
force FAA units deployed on the Gonguembo-Bula 
Atumba road with a view to launching attacks on 
UNITA positions shortly. 


In Cuanza Sul Province at 0730 on 6 March, FAA forces 
stationed in Conde commune attacked UNITA posi- 
tions. FAA forces were backed by an Alouette helicopter 
which strafed UNITA soldiers. UNITA reacted, putting 
the enemy to flight. 


UNITA, Government Troops Clash in Camacupa 
MB0803 143595 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 8 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] National Union for the Total 
Indevendence of Angola [UNITA] and government 
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troops exchanged fire in Camacupa District, Bie Prov- 
ince, yesterday. UN Angola Verification Mission 
f[Unavem]-3 observe.s vicited the district. 80 km from 
Kuito, yesterday to investigate the latest incidents 
reported there. A UN source said today that the 
observers were briefed on the movement of UNITA 
troops toward Camacupa Dam, the exchange of fire 
between the two forces, and the deaths of two govern- 
ment soldiers. The UN source also said the situation in 
Camacupa district has been described as [words indis- 
tinct] repeated incidents because of UNITA troops’ 
advance toward government positions. 


Planes From Zaire Reportedly Landing UNITA 
Troops in Cabinda 

LD0903133995 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1300 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] An Angolan Government source 
today reported that unidentified planes, cuming from 
Zaire, are landing UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] troops and weapons in Cab- 
inda. The same source went on to accuse UNITA of 
taking advantage of the present truce to prepare itse’f 
militarily and occupy strategic and privileged positions 
in the enclave. 


Mozambique 


Dhikamz  «.«s Government Delegation ‘Bad 
Luck’ 

MB080305495* \*puto TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 18U0 GMT 7 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mozambique National Resis- 
tance [Renamo] leader Afonso Dhlakama continues to 
wish bad luck to the government delegation that will 
meet with the Paris Club to request money for the 
country. Dhlakama said the government must clearly 
explain how it is going to use the money. The Renamo 
leader yesterday received the government’s S!ueprint on 
the country’s administration to be submitted to the 
Assembly of the Republic. 


The Renamo leader wanted the Assembly of the Republic 
to meet before the beginning of the Paris Club meeting 
scheduled for next week. Dhiakama said the Assembly of 
the Republic should have discussed the draft General State 
Budget before the government requests money in Paris. 
The Assembly of the Republic’s Standing Commission 
rejected the request. Afonsc Dhiakama deplored the deci- 
sion and wished the Mozambique Liberation Front Party 
government bad luck. 


[Begin recording] [Dhlakama] The government must 
clearly explain how it is going to use the money. I do not 
have the necessary information to be able to brief the 
international community on the issue. 
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(Unidentified correspondent] In a recent television 
interview, you said you wished bad luck to the Mozam- 
bican Government delegation going to Paris to request 
money. Are you still wishing the term bad luck? 


[Dhlakama] If the Mozambican Government cannot 
clearly explain to the Mozambican people how '‘t is 
operating, I will continue to wish it bad luck. 


[Correspondent] What are you going to say in Europe? 


[Dhlakama] Well, I only saw the documents yesterday. I 
have not read them yet. I, therefore, cannot say anything 
at the moment. 


{Correspondent} Thank you. 


{Dhlakama] Thank you very much. I hope the Mozambican 
Government will be successful, however, because the oppo- 
sition’s task is not to undermine it. On the contrary, it 
would like to see the government to receive the money. The 
important thing is that it should use these donations for the 
benefit of the Mozambican people. 


[Correspondent] Are you also going to [words indistinct]? 


[Dhliakama] Absolutely, absolutely. The important thing 
is that the government should cooperate with the oppo- 
sition and clearly expiain how it will use the money? 


[Correspondent! You are, therefore, withdrawing your 
statement? 


{[Dhlakama] | am not withdrawing my statement. I still 
continue with the same stand, because I have not yet 
been told how the government will lead this country. 
jend recording] 


Namibia 


President Nujoma Denies Corruption Charges 


L D903 144995 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network 
in Swedish 1130 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[Interview with President Sam Nujoma by unidentified 
correspondent; place and date not given—recorded, in 
English] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Correspondeit Vincent Dahl- 
baeck] Corruption, a life of luxury, and election fraud are 
accusations leveled against President Sam Nujoma in 
Namibia. Now last December's election result will be 
dealt with in court. 


President Nujoma received two Christmas gifts: 72 per- 
cent of the votes in the parliamentary elections in 
December and remission by Nelson Mandela of Namibia's 
debt of 1.6 billion crowns to South Africa. But the joy was 
short-lived. The economy is weak, the rest of the world is 
cutting its aid, unemployment is on the rise, the water is 
drying up, and accusations of corruption are increasing. 
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Now the Supreme Court will have to decide whether the 
election result really was correct and whether 90 percent of 
the population really voted. This is taking place just before 
the fifth anniversary of Namibia’s independence from 
South Africa, after Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson came to visit and praised Namibia as a good 
example of democracy in Africa. 


President Nujoma, who himself looks like a jovial Santa 
Claus, constantly smiling, with a white full-length beard. 
becomes noticeably irritated when asked whether 
Namibia has developed into a one-party state. It was the 
former liberation movement, the South West Africa 
People’s Organization, which introduced democracy, he 
replies, and the opposition, indeed, is alive and kicking. 


{[Nujoma] Why do you accuse somebody who has 
brought democracy that is going to destroy it? What do 
we have [word indistinct] to gain by destroying democ- 
racy in this country? Nothing! 


[Correspondent] (?But) it tends to be a one-party 
country? 


[Nujoma] Now? The opposition is there, they are still 
alive, they are kicking. 


[Dahibaeck] The opposition, which can be described as 
leaning to the right, has concentrated on scaidalizing the 
government, rather than on presenting its own program, 
Nujoma thinks. But it has been rewarding. Many people 
no aoubt remember the bad drought in 1992 when 
Namibia begged for foreign disaster aid at the same tirne 
as Nujoma bought a private jet plane. It caused many 
internationa. protests. Now history is being repeated. 
Recently a Lear jet was bought for the prime minister at 
a cost of 30 million [currency unspecified] and a new 
helicopter was purchased for the president. It was a good 
deal, Nujoma explains. We sold off old planes and 
acquired the new cheaply. Are we really supposed to 
travel in planes that may crash at any time? 


[Nujoma] But we have no choice. We travel with an 
aircraft that is very dangerous, I mean, it can crash any 
time. So then, it is better to lose someone’s life rather 
than sell these and buy an aircraft that you can make use 
of when you are working? 


[Dahibaeck] But the ghost of corruption remains and the 
scandals are increasing, such as when one minister used aid 
funds to drill for water for private farms, or when a number 
of new Mercedes cars were purchased for seven different 
embassies, including the Namibian Embassy in Stockholm. 
What happened to all those reports that were to investigate 
corruption among civil servants in Namibia, one of the 
opposition leaders asked in parliament recently. Suddenly 
they no longer exist. Is Namibia going to develop into yet 
another of those corrupt states of which there are so many 
in Africa or is it goimg to become the model that President 
Nujoma is constantly talking about? 
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Ghana 


Rawliugs Urges More U.S. Monetary Aid for 
Liberia 


AB0903093695 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 0600 GMT 9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Jerry John Rawlings, 
who is on a two-day official visit to the United States, 
has said in Washington that African initiative to resolve 
the crisis in Liberia is being hampered by lack of 
resources. He has, therefore, called on the U.S. Admin- 
istration to give ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States] more financial support to end the 
civil war in that country. This is because Americans have 
come to realize that the solution to Africa’s problems 
resides with Africans. 


President Rawlings’ visit to Washington, which is his 
first, comes at a time when American aid of all forms is 
under review. President Rawlings is expected [toj meet 
President Clinton later in the day. Their discussion will 
focus on bilateral issues as well as the situation in Liberia 
and other troubled spots in Africa. 


Liberia 


Ulimo’s Koromah on Role of Chiefs in “eace 


AB0803 142095 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 8 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ulimo’s [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia] representative to 
the incoming Council of State, Alhaji Koromah, is 
warning against reducing the elders and chiefs to polit- 
ical tools and instruments. General Koromah says chiefs 
must be allowed to play their role in helping to bring 
peace to Liberia because they are the custodians of the 
leadership of this society. 


The councilman-designate was speaking yesterday at the 
program of [words indistinct] by chiefs and Internal Affairs 
Ministry family. He called on the chiefs to join Chief Tamba 
Taylor and other prominent Liberians to compel faction 
leaders to agree with one another. The incoming council 
member told the chiefs that enough is enough. 


The Ulimo national chairman said no single faction can 
win a military victory in the Liberian conflict. Gen. 
Koromah used the occasion to appeal to the press to 
begin to play a positive role in the search for peace. The 
media, he added, have a greater role to play in ensuring 
that genuine peace comes to Liberia through their news 
stories and articles which appear in the newspapers. 


For his part, Councilman-designate Thomas Woewiyu 
said he and Gen. Koromah have fought to bring about 
change in Liberia for many years. Mr. Woewiyu said it 
has been difficult for them but God has provided the 
opportunity for them to make a difference. 
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In his welcome remarks, the internal affairs minister, 
Samuel Dokhie, said the Liberian people are yearning for 
peace, end that peace is in the hands of some of the sons 
of thi. nation. Minister Dokhie said it has become 
necessary for Liberians to get peace and with the coming 
at this time of Gen. Koromah, a package of peace is 
expected for the Liberian people. 


For their part, the chiefs, speaking through Paramount 
Chief Theku Budu, said they were happy that the Ulimo 
leader could come to Monrovia at this time amid rumors 
of insecurity in order to bring lasting peace. 


Niger 


Prime Minister Amadou Discusses New 
Government 


LD0603134095 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0548 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The guest of RFI-Plus this morning 
is Niger Prime Minister Hama Amadou. Agreement was 
reached last Friday [3 March] between the government and 
the Federation of Workers’ Unions of Niger, for a social 
truce which, among other things, will make it possible to 
pay one month’s salary to civil servants out of the five being 
demanded. The new Niger Government has some strong 
cards to play, as Hama Amadou explains now, speaking to 
Jean-Jacques Louarne: 


[Begin recording] [Amadou] Whatever goodwill one may 
enjoy from such institutions as the trade unions and the 
army, it goes without saying that they will judge you by 
your actions, and through actions they will continue to 
support you or drop you. We believe that we must create 
conditions through our actions that will enable us to 
continue to enjoy the goodwill of these institutions, and 
our actions must be aimed at remobilizing with them. 
[sentence as heard] 


The main card we will play is our ability to discuss, and 
to avoid the false problems that could damage the 
smooth running of the state. 


[Louarne] Is there complete confidence between you and 
the president of Niger? You look like a paramount 
[super] prime minister. 


[Amadou] Well, let us say I am a kind of cohabition prime 
minister. It is my duty to respect scrupulously the role of the 
president, and to recognize all of the constitutional prerog- 
atives and powers that belong to the president; and I must 
see to it that we are able to work together calmly to mobilize 
the people of Niger to work and to cveate the necessary 
conditions to overcome the crisis. 


As far as I am concerned, I am ready to work in complete 
harmony with him in this framework, but it goes without 
saying that it takes two to work together (?conscientiously). 


In the few days we have worked together, the president 
has shown me his desire to move in the same direction. 
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Thus, I believe that there is every chance for Niger-style 
cohabitation to be exemplary, and to be a point of 
reference for the African democracies following the same 
semi-presidential sysiem as Niger. 


{[Louarne}] You have a majority today, and you are in 
power. Might people not fear a sort of witch hunt in the 
administration? 


[Amadou] Any sort of witch hunt in the administration 
will turn against us. We want to succeed. In order to 
succeed, we must create a general climate of confidence. 
We believe that the best way to do this is to base 
ourselves on the rules governing the administration, on 
the rules governing relations between the government 
and the citizens in general, and to respect social justice 
scrupulously and fairly and the rights of the individual. 
[sentence as heard] However, this will prevent us from 
trying to implement strictly the rules on public admin- 
istration because as long as we do not have a certain 
[word indistinct] orthodoxy in the administration of 
public finances, we will continue to have problems. 


In this respect, of course, some people will say straight 
away that this is a witch hunt. Anyone who has nothing 
to blame himself for, I believe, has nothing to fear from 
a strict application of the existing rules. 


{Louarne] Do you think that the people of Niger voted 
for the NMSD [National Movement for the Society of 
Development] or against the Alliance of Forces for 
Change [AFC], the presidential trend? 


[Amadou] When you look at the figures, the NMSD had 
29 deputies before the creation of the AFC. This time 
again the MNSD had 29 deputies, but with an increase in 
votes that speaks volumes. 


[Louarne] Is the government’s agreement with the PNDS 
[Niger Party for Democracy and Socialism] an alliance 
of convenience, or do you think the two parties are really 
coming closer together? 


[Amadou] I would rather not reply to this question immedi- 
ately. Time will enable you to draw your conclusions about 
this. My belief is that in our relations with the PNDS- 
Tarayya, we have not met with any sort of contradiction. 


[Louarne] The NMSD has had its time in the wilderness. 
Have the members changed? Has the party developed? 
To listen to you, one would say it had. Is this a perma- 
nent change? 


[Amadou] As soon as the NMSD is referred to as the 
previous sole party, the pejorative connotation given to the 
words previous sole party of course continue to give rise to 
a certain number of criticisms, especially outside Niger. I 
am sure that the NMSD has always been a democratic party. 
The proof is the ease with which, before the national 
conference, we gave up everything in order to avoid blood- 
shed and avoid further difficulties for our people. 


In some countries things did not happen like this, but 
obviously a lot of people say that the lion is hidden under 
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the goat’s skin, and one day he will show his fangs. Young 
people have taken up the baton of the NMSD, and I think 
this a very good thing for the future of the party. 


[Louarne] In your investiture speech, the local press— 
certain papers, let us say—criticized you for not speaking 
explicitly about the case of the north and the Ouaga- 
dougou agreements [the Tuareg]. Was this an oversight, 
or are there uncertainties about what is to happen to this 
dossier with the arrival of the NMSD in power? 


[Amadou] I dispute this absolutely. Even before coming 
to power we asserted our commitment to respecting the 
Ouagadougou agreements. Now we have to take concrete 
action to make these agreements a reality. 


This is why next week I will embark on discussions, first 
with domestic partners, so that we can define the best ways 
to speed up a settlement of this matter. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Abacha Receives Iraqi Foreign Minister al-Sahhaf 


AB0803215995 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 8 Mar 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] A delegation of four Iraqis led 
by the country’s minister of foreign affairs, Mr. 
Muhammad al-Sahhaf, called on the head of state, Gen- 
eral Sani Abacha, in Abuja today. The four-man delega- 
tion arrived in Abuja yesterday and had discussions with 
Foreign Ministry officials before coming over to deliver 
a special message from the Iraqi leader, President 
Saddam Husayn, to Gen. Sani Abacha. 


Further on Meeting 


JN0903120195 Baghdad INA in Arabic 0930 GMT 
9 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Lagos, 9 Mar (INA)—Nigerian 
President General Sani Abacha received here last night 
[Iraqi] Foreign Minister Muhammad Sa’id al-Sahhaf, 
who is paying an official visit to Nigeria. 


During the meeting, the foreign minister conveyed a 
verbal message from President Saddam Husayn to Pres- 
ident Abacha dealing with the recent developments of 
the relationship between Iraq and the UN Security 
Council and relations between both friendly countries. 


The Nigerian president asked the foreign minister to convey 
his cordial greetings to President Saddam Husayn as well as 
his wishes of continued good health to his excellency and 
prosperity and progress to the Iraqi people. 


President Abacha said he is closely following the reper- 
cussions of the continued blockade imposed on the Iraqi 
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people. He expressed his full conviction that Iraq has 
fulfilled all its commitments stipulated in the UN Secu- 
rity Council resolutions. 


The Nigerian president reiterated his country’s position 
supporting Iraq at the Security Council, and pledged to 
back Iraq and work to lift the blockade imposed on the 
Iraqi people. 


The meeting was attended by Sa’d ’Abd-al-Majid al- 
Faysal, senior under secretary at the [Iraqi] Foreign 
Ministry, and the lraqi ambassador to Nigeria. 


Official talks between Iraq and Nigeria were held at the 
Nigerian Foreign Ministry yesterday morning. The Iraqi 
side was led by Foreign Minister al-Sahhaf, whereas the 
Nigerian side was led by the acting foreign minister. 


During the talks, al-Sahhaf explained in detail Iraq’s 
relationship with both the UN Special Commission and 
the UN Security Council as well as the background of 
this relationship which affirms that Iraq has fulfilled all 
its commitments stipulated in the relevant Security 
Council resolutions. 


It is noteworthy that al-Sahhaf held a news conference 
yesterday, which was attended by representatives of the 
Nigerian media and a number of foreign news agency 
and press correspondents. 


During the news conference, al-Sahhaf reviewed the 
negative repercussions of the continued blockade 
imposed on the Iraqi people, the relationship between 
Iraq and the Security Council, and the reconstruction 
campaign which the Iraqi mujahidin are carrying out 
under the unfair blockade. He also reviewed the impor- 
tance of the Iraqi role in maintaining the security and 
stability of the Arabian Gulf region, and the role Nige- 
ria—in its capacity as a nonpermanent Security Council 
member state—can play in lifting the blockade against 
Iraq. 


Power Failure Prevents Debate on New 
Constitution 


AB0803221595 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 8 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcric. 2 Text] Debates on the provisions of 
the new constitution were today adjourned until 
tomorrow morning. From Abuja, correspondent 
Mohammed Kudu Abubakar files this report: 


[Begin recording] [Abubakar] Delegates were at the 
international Conference Center this morning on 
schedule for the commencement of today’s debates but 
they had to keep themselves busy by the conference 
lobby as a result of a power failure. At about a quarter 
past eleven this morning, officials at the conference 
secretariat told delegates that debates have been post- 
poned till tomorrow morning due to the inability to put 
on the standby generator that should (?augment) the 
NEPA [National Electric Power Authority] facilities. 
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NEPA district manager for Abuja, Mr. Uzoma Achima- 
nia, told NTA [Nigerian Television Authority] News 
what went wrong: 


{[Achimania] Last night we had an explosion here which 
put the whole complex into darkness. Since then we've 
been working. We have since been working there. I am 
sure in a couple of minutes the problem will be com- 
pletely solved and power supply will be restored to the 
complex. 


[Abubakar] What caused the explosion? Because a jot of 
people were saying maybe it’s a lack of maintenance. 


[Achimania] Far from that, far from that. These are 
electrical problems. A material can fail without notice. 
So it’s one of those failures that must have caused this 
problem. It’s not, you know, in any way connected with 
lack of maintenance. Equipment here are always main- 
tained. We have somebody here 24 hours manning this 
place, so it cannot be as a result of lack of maintenance. 


[Abubakar] It is hoped that the daily scheduled debates 
of the constitutional con ‘erence will continue tomorrow 
morning. (end recording] 


Sierra Leone 


RUF Spokesman on Peace; Momoh Urges NPRC 
To Step Down 


AB0803214595 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 8 Mar 95 


[From the ‘Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} There is increasing pressure on 
the government of Captain Strasser in Sierra Leone and 
rebels of Foday Sankoh’s RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front] to get on with peace negotiations. The interna- 
tional community has been doing its bit, rather unsuc- 
cessfully so far, but more and more ordinary citizens and 
civilian organizations are calling for peace, both inside 
the country and abroad. Well, the RUF’s public relations 
secretary, Ibrahim Diallo, called us up from Ghana and 
Josephine Hazely asked him if they were paying atten- 
tion to the clamor for peace talks? 


{Begin recording] [Diallo] Our response is very simple: 
We are ready to talk peace to anybody who is interested 
in settling the conflict peacefully; but we have given a 
precondition, and that precondition is: The foreign 
troops must leave the land. They must understand that 
this is an internal conflict and it can be settled only by 
dialogue, but the with the presence of the Nigerians, the 
Guineans, now the Gurkhas, we feel we are not safe to 
talk to anybody, because this is a disregard for our own 
sovereignty—the sovereignty of Sierra Leone. So, we 
cannot accept that at all. 


[Hazely] But are those conditions not a little bit too 
unrealistic? You cannot go to talks with preconditions. 
You have to keep an open mind. 
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[Diallo] I think our security will not be guaranteed, so we 
cannot. Even right now, Nigerian jets cre hovering 
around, killing people and this blame is put on the RUF. 
So, we feel we are not safe at all. It may be a big trap. 


[Hazely] Now though ... [pauses] I mean, suppose the 
conference is held outside of Sierra Leone, will you still 
insist that foreign troops are out first? 


[Diallo] That is our precondition. 


{Hazely] So, you are going to be as inflexible as that, are 
you? 


[Diallo] No, we are not going to be inflexible. That is the 
only condition we want to be settled. When it is settled, 
then we can be flexible. 


[Hazely] But in the meantime, you keep attacking villages 
and ordinary people keep being displaced and are dying? 


[Diallo] But then, all those reports are aimed at discred- 
iting us. If we are attacked, we have to react. In fact, 
recently, they said there was an ambush where Major 
(Abu Tarawa) was killed. It was not an ambush. It was an 
all-round attack—both air and land attack and we 
repelled that attack where the major was killed, the 
commander of the Gurkhas was killed, and also one 
senior officer who was conducting—directing the 
plane—was captured. So, we are not attacking. When we 
are attacked, we have to respond. 


{[Hazely] Surely, when you attack villages or when you 
respond, civilians get hurt and they get killed. 


[Diallo] They are not our targets. They are not our 
targets. In fact, this is why we have advised them; that is 
why we have abandoned the town, because each time we 
are in the town, when we are attacked, they are bound to 
be killed. So now, that is why we are operating from the 
bush. You see? Because we are interested in the civilians. 
After all, the liberation is for them. So, we cannot be 
callous to that extent just to kill them. 


[Hazely] I mean, this war has gone on for a number of 
years now. Do you not think really that you should really 
come round the conference table in good faith and forget 
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about these preconditions you are carrying? Because, if 
you keep on insisting on these preconditions, you may 
lose the support that you have, because people will get 
fed up with you, not wanting to talk. 


[Diallo] We have learned from many examples where such 
conferences have been arranged and we have seen what has 
happened. So, we are very, very apprehensive of such 
moves. In the absence of the foreign troops, okay, we are 
talking to brothers and sisters. We have seen many examples 
and we are very skeptical. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, ex-President Momoh, who was ousted by 
Captain Strasser and is living in exile in Conakry, has 
broken a long silence about the war back home. The 
ex-president has been spelling out his own proposals for 
how peace can be achieved and top of the list is a change 
of government. From Conakry, Foday Fofana telexed 
this report: 


Speaking in an exclusive interview with me this morning 
at his Conakry residence, Major General Momoh 
claimed that the vast majority of Sierra Leoneans are 
disenchanted with the ruling NPRC [National Provi- 
sional Ruling Council], because they have failed the 
people woefully. The only honorable way out of this 
mess, the former head of state maintained, is for the 
NPRC to step aside, a constitutional civilian govern- 
ment formed, and when this is being done, he said: I 
plead with Foday Sankoh to lay down his arms, come 
round the table and talk peace. After four years of 
fighting, Momoh went on, there has not been a winner. 
The outcome has been killings, maimings, destructions, 
and devastation. The vogue everywhere today, he said, is 
reconciliation. We should turn the page and make a fresh 
start. Foday Sankoh, said Momoh, should yield in the 
interest of stability in Sierra Leone. 


On whether he had anything to do with the escalation of 
the rebel war and if he had contacts with any armed 
groups, Momoh replied: Not at all. He said: I have no 
hands at all in any armed group inside or outside Sierra 
Leone, but what cannot be ruled out is that some of my 
supporters and sympathizers have not been happy with 
the way I have been treated and may have decided to act 
in a way they consider appropriate. 
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